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The success of the first three of these efforts will partly depend on
reducing the congestion caused by at-grade rail-highway crossings.
Although the ISTEA does not mention these issues explicitly, it clearly
encourages greater reliance on the existing intermodal transportation
system for moving people and freight. The ISTEA also encourages
more reliance on toll facilities and is much more permissive about the
uses of toll revenues than previous legislation. Use of such revenues to
develop intermodal facilities such as barge terminals could help re-
duce truck traffic on already-congested roadways. The committee
recommends that FHWA recognize the spirit of intermodalism and
flexibility for states in the ISTEA in approving project proposals such
as those listed here (Chapter 3).

Office of Intermodalism

The ISTEA mandates creation of the Office of Intermodalism in the
Office of the Secretary. This office will be responsible for collecting
intermodal data and for coordinating federal research on intermodal
transportation. In regard to intermodal data, this committee's efforts
to analyze bottlenecks on port landside access routes revealed the
inadequacy of such information. Similarly, a 1992 TRB report, Data
for Decisions, found that the major gap in DOT data collection is
data on the origin, destination, and mode of freight flows. It also
noted that data collection is a low-profile activity in the federal gov-
ernment, one without many champions. The committee recommends
that the Office of Intermodalism advocate the importance of inter-
modal freight transportation and that it strongly encourage the new
Bureau of Transportation Statistics in DOT to make its highest prior-
ity the redressing of serious shortcomings in intermodal freight flow
data (Chapter 7).

In its role as the coordinator of intermodal research, the Office of
Intermodalism should ensure that federal research is conducted on
topics related to efficient freight flow to and through port complexes.
For example, research on improving and harmonizing information
systems and technology could help overcome some of the bottlenecks
in information transfer at ports, which in turn could improve the flow
of vehicles and freight. To ensure that U.S. ports remain competitive,
a continuous effort is needed to keep abreast of worldwide innova-
tions in cargo handling and to make that information available to
ports and terminal operators. The office should work with ports,